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ST. STEPHEN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2310 N. 56TH STREET
PHOENIX, AZ 85008
(602)840-0437
WWW.STSTEPHENS.ORG
MAIN@STSTEPHENS.ORG

Ministry Portfolio
WEEKLY AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE (ASA): 85
WEEKLY SERVICES:
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:30 am
Wednesday 12:15 pm
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MISSION

VISION

We aspire to be an accepting community in
which people will know Jesus Christ through
worship, prayer, spiritual formation and
fellowship. We hope our community will
encourage all to use their God given gifts to
serve others in the name of Christ.

The Vision of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
is that of a Christ-centered community
rooted in, and formed by the Anglican
traditions of Scripture, experience, tradition
and reason.

All are welcome to join us
on the journey, as we live
out God's love
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United in worship and Eucharist, grounded in
the scriptural messages of wisdom, mercy
and justice, we provide a place and the
opportunity for God’s people to engage in
co-creation through a nurturing environment.
We are committed to providing experiences
for the celebration of God’s gifts through the
practice of kindness and hospitality.
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HISTORY
St. Stephen’s began its journey in 1962, as a
mission sponsored by St. Barnabas on the
Desert Episcopal Church. After meeting in a
Scottsdale mortuary for about a year, in early
May 1963, approximately five acres of desert
land was purchased at 56th Street and Oak, on
the border of Scottsdale and Phoenix. The
property contained an adobe house, circa 1925,
and an artist’s studio. The adobe house served
as the rectory and services were held in the
studio. The family of Mrs. Susan Westcott (wife
of the first rector) donated black wrought iron
gates, thus presenting a beautiful entry into the
courtyard. The adobe house was named St.
Stephen’s House and the studio was named The
Cottage, which served as the sanctuary for a
year before the present sanctuary was built.
In the mid-1960’s, a lower courtyard was added,
surrounded by an L-shaped building that was
designed by architect Bennie Gonzales. These
buildings housed St. Stephen’s Parish Day
School, which functioned from 1967-1972. In
1977, the building was remodeled and part of
the space was leased to the Diocese of Arizona.
Another portion was remodeled in 1980 to
accommodate the growing parish. Included were
a kitchen, a dining room and a parish hall, now
called Fredrickson Hall. Also added was a lobby, a
parish office, a library and classrooms.
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In 1984, a renewal center was opened, using
the original adobe buildings in the upper
courtyard. These spaces were fitted with
sleeping accommodations, showers and
restrooms.
In 1998, Villa Montessori moved into the upper
courtyard buildings to house their middle
school classrooms, where they remained until
2016.
In 2013, the parish undertook a sanctuary
beautification process that included complete
renovation and reorientation of the interior,
culminating with the addition of beautiful
stained glass windows.
A renovation of the interior of the lower
campus buildings occurred in 2014 due to
severe flooding.
The church grounds reflect a Southwestern
atmosphere – with desert landscape, Spanish
influence in architecture and an informal
“homey” setting. At the present time, St.
Stephen’s House and The Cottage are being
renovated once again in anticipation of new
opportunities and ministries.
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SEARCH
PROCESS
COMPASSIONATE • EMPOWERING • SPIRITUAL
PASTORAL • WELCOMING • TEACHING

Since September 2017, the members of St.
Stephen's have been reflecting on who we are,
where we have been and where we are going. A
Parish-wide Appreciative Inquiry Summit was
held in February 2018 to hear everyone's best
experiences at St. Stephen's and discern our
core values. We discovered our top
priorities include: outreach, acceptance,
generosity, family and the food bank. Our goals
are to further our Spiritual journey, grow our
congregation, reach out to younger members,
and work towards financial stability.
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DESIRED QUALITIES
OF OUR RECTOR:

A compassionate priest who is spiritually alive and
grounded in prayer;
An empowering leader, who can assist us in
working together in ministry, with special
attention to ministries that welcome and engage
new members;
An energizing worship leader whose preaching
challenges us, fosters our spiritual lives and
makes the Gospel relevant to our daily lives;
An insightful and available pastor who appreciates
the gifts and needs of our elder members, while
also growing a younger membership base;
A creative, community-minded leader to help us
increase our presence within the neighborhood
and the wider Phoenix communities;
An approachable, good-humored teacher who
walks with us on our faith journey.
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WORSHIP

St. Stephen’s offers two weekend services and a Wednesday mid-day service. The
Saturday evening 5pm service is a Rite II contemplative service, with time for prayers of
healing and anointing. The Sunday 9:30am is a Rite II service with music. A tradition at St.
Stephen’s includes celebrating birthdays and anniversaries with prayers and blessings
spoken for those who wish to come forward.

Altar Guild and Flower Ministry
The altar guild cares for the altar, vestments,
vessels, and altar linens. Members prepare
the sanctuary for services and clean up
afterwards. Members of the flower ministry
decorate the sanctuary each week.
Music
Music has always been an important part of
the celebration at St. Stephen’s. Sunday
morning service includes a mixture of
traditional hymns from the 1982 Hymnal and
some contemporary music. Choir, with organ
or piano accompaniment, enriches
worship. Selected pieces from the
Bethancourt Setting for Mass are regularly
incorporated at this service. David Zych
serves as our organist/choirmaster and
selects the music for the choir to sing.

Intercessory Prayer
Each week a small group of people meet to
pray for parishioners and send a note of
encouragement and thanks for their
participation in the life of St. Stephen's.
The group also prays for members and
others who are infirm, challenged,
or requesting prayers.
Ministering to others—Accessibility
We strive to be an accessible
community by providing a bulletin for each
service and bringing communion into the
congregation to those unable to come
forward. Additionally, a member interprets
the service using American Sign Language.
and when requested, a braille bulletin is
offered to those with limited sight.

Worship Leaders
Volunteers assist in the service by reading,
acolyting administering the chalice and Lay
Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) take the
sacraments to those who are ill or
otherwise unable to attend worship.
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FORMATION
We are an active, caring community, striving to care for our own spiritual, emotional and
physical well-being. We continue to grow in the knowledge of God’s call to us and what it
means to be a people of faith through various opportunities for Christian formation.

Bible Study & Adult Formation
Prior to the Sunday morning service, a Bible
study is offered and following that service is
adult formation. Topics of study have
included: Bible study, the Book of Common
Prayer, church history, how to deepen one's
relationship with God, contemporary theology,
social issues, and speakers from other faiths.
Education for Ministry (EfM)
EFM, a four-year certificate program in
theological education based on small-group
study and practice, meets weekly in 2.5-hour
seminars led by a trained mentor.
EfM participants examine their own beliefs
and their relationships to our culture and the
tradition of our Christian faith. Through this
process participants learn what it means to be
effective ministers in the world.
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Study Groups
Two book groups meet regularly. The
Wednesday morning group has discussed
many books over the last few years.
Currently the group has just completed
discussion on Anne Lamott’s book Help
Thanks Wow and are exploring her new book
Hallelujah Anyway. Heretics Book Club meets
most Saturdays away from St. Stephen’s
campus, as they seek to be open to
participation from people outside the church
community. Books are selected based on
proposals and consensus from the group.
They are currently reading Kate Bowler’s
Everything Happens For a Reason and Other
Lies I’ve Loved.
Additional study programs include Lenten and
Advent studies, quiet days, and retreats.
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REACHING OUT
St. Stephen’s defines its mission to include others through service
to those in need. Many of our members are engaged in
compassionate outreach through their lives of service both
professionally and as volunteers in the wider community.
Food Bank
The food bank is staffed and stocked by volunteers, with food
items provided through the generosity of parish members and a
partnership with St. Mary's Food Bank. For more than 10 years St.
Stephen's has supported neighbors with emergency food
supplies and last year we fed 5,500 individuals in 1,675
household. Each year, holiday drives provide about 150
Thanksgiving food boxes and Christmas gift cards and/or
Christmas food boxes. Two years ago a breakfast was added to
the Christmas gift card distribution morning. Parishioners served
folks breakfast, while they wait for the distribution to begin.
Local School Support
St. Stephen's supports Griffith Elementary, a local elementary
school by organizing a fall school supply drive. St. Stephen's is
exploring more ways to build the relationship with Griffith.
Habitat for Humanity
St. Stephen’s parishioners participate in two builds a year; an
average of 15 volunteers come bright and early to do whatever is
needed, whether it be pounding nails, dry-walling, painting,
shingling roofs, or planting trees. St. Stephen's has just
completed our 21st house with Habitat for Humanity.
Community Groups
St. Stephen's community outreach extends to several groups
outside the parish. Space is provided to Detour Company Theatre,
three Alcoholics Anonymous and one Adult Children of Alcoholics
groups who contribute the cost of utilities to utilize the facilities
for daily and weekly meetings..
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REACHING IN
Members of St. Stephen’s come together for fellowship through
a variety of community activities.

Sunday Morning Coffee
Coffee and snacks are offered in the dining room following Sunday
morning worship. This time provides an opportunity to deepen our
sense of community and welcome newcomers in a casual setting.
Community Dinners
Each month, members of the community gather together to share
a meal. Chefs rotate each month, which gives everyone the
opportunity to show off their culinary skills while being supported
by others who help prepare and serve a buffet style meal. This is a
chance to invite friends and neighbors and introduce them to the
community and enjoy a fun evening. Good food and fellowship are
the key parts of St. Stephen's.
Friday Movie Lovers'
The Movie Lovers' Group meets the first Friday of each month to
attend a movie at a local theater. After the movie, the group enjoys
a meal and lively conversation at a nearby restaurant.
Game Night
The second Friday of each month, a group of people come together
to play games and share camaraderie and laughter.
S.A.G.E.S. (Service; Aging; Gifts; Education; Spiritual)
Men and women, age 60 more or less, assemble monthly for a
fellowship potluck lunch. S.A.G.E.S. explores various areas of
interest and education, including fun activities on and off property,
addressing aging issues identified by participants, and giving
support to outreach opportunities as they arise. It is always a
special time when members share their stories.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY
INCOME
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

$280,721
$271,073
$280,168
$273,436
$228,398*

EXPENSES
$280,062
$302,404
$301,504
$302,335
$338,456**

The above numbers reflect usage reimbursement as income rather than
offsets to expenses.
*Estimated **Budgeted

PROPOSED COMPENSATION PACKAGE
Salary and Housing

$75,000

Pension assessment

$13,500

Health insurance (employee only)

$7,632

Travel and Business allowance

$2,400

monthly travel reports required

Continuing Education & retreats

$1,000

max per year, receipts required

$600

max per year, receipts required

Telephone

Total value of compensation package $100,132

Schneider
St.
Stephen's
& Co.
Episcopal
Digital Group
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CLERGY
HISTORY
The Rev. Cn. Harry Way, Interim Rector
The Rev. Julie O'Brien, Rector

November 2017- Present
February 2012 - September 2017

The Rev. Cn. Harry Way, Supply Priest
The Rev. Gwen Fry, Rector

November 2011 - January 2012
April 2007 - October 2011

The Rev. Nicholas Romans, Priest-In-Charge

July 2006 -April 2007

The Rev. Elizabeth Husky Simmons, Rector

July 1999-June 2006

The Rev. Kerry Neuhardt, Interim Rector

1998-1999

The Rt. Rev. David Bailey, Rector

1981-1998

The Rev. Bill Pottinger, Interim Rector

1980-1981

The Rev. Leland Jones, Rector

1975-1980

The Rev. Dr. Arthur Rudolph, Rector

1972-1975

The Rev. Richard Beekman, Rector

1970-1972

The Rev. Richard Westcott, Vicar and Rector

1962-1970

Schneider
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THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church is located on the border of
Phoenix and Scottsdale, in close proximity to Arizona State
University in Tempe, the Phoenix Zoo and the Desert Botanical
Garden. It is a short distance from the heart of Scottsdale
where you can find a fine selection of restaurants, shopping
centers, cultural activities, and the Scottsdale Center for the
Performing Arts. Phoenix is host to an array of museums,
including the Heard Native American Museum and the Musical
Instrument Museum (MIM). Arizona has four major sports
teams and hosts sporting events year round. During the hot
summer months, the cool mountains of Northern Arizona are
only a few hours away, and make a great weekend getaway;
during the winter they are a fun skiing destination.
Phoenix lays claim to being the fifth largest city in the United
States with an estimated population of 1,615,017 with
immediately adjoining cities, the metropolitan area has a
population of approximately 4,737,270.

Contact us at hello@reallygreatsite.com.
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THE WIDER COMMUNITY
FOR MORE INFORMATION
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
www.ststephens.org
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona
www.azdiocese.org
Phoenix and Scottsdale
https://visitphoenix.com
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com
ASU Gammage
https://www.asugammage.com/
Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts
https://www.scottsdaleperformingarts.org
Tempe Center for the Arts
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com
City of Scottsdale Parks and Recreation:
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/parks
Golf Courses
City of Phoenix Golf Courses
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/golf
Scottsdale Silverado Golf Club
http://www.scottsdalesilveradogolfclub.com
Talking Stick Golf Club
https://talkingstickgolfclub.com/
TPC Scottsdale
https://tpc.com/scottsdale/
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Arizona Science Center
https://www.azscience.org
Children’s Museum of Phoenix
https://childrensmuseumofphoenix.org/
Desert Botanical Gardens
https://www.dbg.org
Heard Museum
https://heard.org
MIM Musical Instrument Museum
https://mim.org
Phoenix Zoo
www.phoenixzoo.org
Taliesin West
http://franklloydwright.org/taliesin-west/
Education
Arizona State University
www.asu.edu
Maricopa Community Colleges
https:/www.maricopa.edu
Balsz School District
www.balsz.org
Phoenix Union High School District
www.phxhs.K12.az.us
Scottsdale Unified School District
https://www.susd.org
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